Memory Makers:

An artist’s interpretation of Campbell F Watts, MD
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1918 in Millersburg, lowa to Dr. Clyde
Franklin Watts and Ruby Isabelle Livingston
Dalgity. After graduating from Williamsburg
High School in 1936 he attended the
University of lowa and graduated with a
Bachelor’s of Science Degree in 1939.
Campbell graduated from the University of

lowa Medical School in 1943, first in his class.

In 1944, Dr. Watts completed his general
rotating internship at Albany General
Hospital in Albany, New York, and in 1948
he completed his surgical residency at Mayo
Clinic in Rochester, Minnesota. The Mayo
Clinic offered him a staff position in Surgical
Pathology, but he elected to continue with a
career in general surgery. He earned his
Masters Degree in surgery from the
University of Minnesota in 1948. In July of
1948 he returned to Cedar Rapids, lowa,
where he began his surgical practice,
becoming the first Cedar Rapids physician to
receive certification by the American Board
of Surgery. At that time, he and his partner,
Dr. Robert Netolicky, established the largest

Ruby 95abeble Livingsten Dalyily

surgical practice in the State of lowa. Dr.
Watts became the foremost surgeon for burn
patients in Cedar Rapids with the guidance
of Dr. James Barrett Brown, a well known
plastic and reconstructive surgeon in St.
Louis, Missouri.

In 1957 Dr. Watts served as President of the
Mercy Hospital Medical Staff. It was during
this time that the internship program needed
to attract young physicians. Under his
leadership a proposal was drafted for the
American Medical Association to approve
restructuring the internship program
emphasizing recruitment, teaching agendas
and scheduled lectures. The American
Medical Association approved the proposal
and the program eventually became the
largest in the community. He personally
supported the program by lecturing every
Friday and was joined by other medical
specialists to provide educational seminars
five days a week.
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During his career, Dr. Watts developed an
interest in cancer treatment, breast cancer in
particular. He authored two published books,
Malpractice Defense: Breast Cancer in 1990
and Defending the Breast Cancer
Malpractice Case in 1994, which he co-
authored with his close friend, attorney
David M. Elderkin. In retirement, Dr. Watts
continued extensive research, writing and
lecturing on aspects of cancer. Prior to his
death he remained positive that a cure to
cancer was right around the corner.

Dr. Campbell Watts was the first recipient of
Mercy Medical Center’s Gold-Headed Cane
Award for medical excellence and
leadership. In 2009 the Especially for You
Race Against Breast Cancer committee,
posthumously awarded Dr. Watts the first
Especially for You Honors. He died in 2007.

The Watts Library is named for Campbell F
Watts, Sr. and his wife Doris J. Watts, who
provided a generous gift fo enhance and
endow Mercy’s medical library.

was
commissioned by Mrs. Watts and her
children to carve a wooden, shadow box
sculpture representative of Dr. Campbell
Watts as a birthday gift. It is one of two
Pinney sculptures located in Mercy
Medical Center.



Surgical Pathology at Mayo Clinic in
Rochester, Minnesota. During this time two of
his scientific papers regarding pathology
were published. In later years he
incorporated the observed methods of plastic
surgeons for his reconstructive surgeries. Dr.
Watts was offered a staff position in Surgical
Pathology at the hospital, but decline to
pursue his career in general surgery. St.
Mary’s Hospital at the Mayo Clinic was also
the birthplace of his two children, Cheryle
Watts Mitvalsky and Campbell Watts, Jr.
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denotes
the National Medical Honor Society.
Induction is a lifelong honor, recognizing a
physician’s dedication to the profession and
art of healing. Dr. Watts was elected into this
society his junior year of medical school.

were the proud owners
of two bulldogs, Maggie and Daisy. Daisy is
short for Daisy Boo Dandelion, a name given
to her by the Watts’ grandchildren.
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